
Historic Jim Thorpe Family Home in Yale Facing Funding Shortfall
Owned by the Oklahoma Historical Society

Linda Cleveland Frick is pictured with various brochures and other materials 
available to visitors at the Jim Thorpe Family Home.

The Jim Thorpe Family lived here at 706 E. Boston in Yale, Okla. from 
1917 to 1923.  It was purchased by the Oklahoma Historical Society in 
1968, and is maintained as a memorial to the late, great athlete.

Linda Cleveland Frick, who serves as president of the Jim Thorpe Memorial 
Foundation and longtime curator at the Jim Thorpe Family Home in Yale, in 
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Thunder.                                                                (All Photos by Mike Brown)  
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chairs. The table cloth and pictures on the wall are also original to the home. 
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Displayed are some of the amateur sports medals won by Jim Thorpe before 
becoming a professional athlete.  

The kitchen pantry is referred to as The Jim Thorpe Room, and featured a 
variety of memorabilia and photos.

The master bedroom features original furnishings, including this dresser used 
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by Mike Brown
  The Jim Thorpe Family home in Yale, 
Okla. has served as a memorial to the fa-
mous Sac and Fox athlete, and as a tour-
ist attraction for many years.  However, 
continued maintenance and operation of 
the facility is in jeopardy due to the loss 
of state funding through the Oklahoma 
Historical Society.
  In 1917, Jim Thorpe bought the home 
at 706 East Boston in Yale, and lived 
there with his wife, Iva (Miller) Thorpe, 
and their children until 1923.  The house 

was purchased by the Oklahoma Histori-
cal Society (OHS) in 1968, and has been 
maintained as a memorial to the late-
�J�U�H�D�W�� �D�W�K�O�H�W�H���� �� �2�+�6�� �D�Q�G�� �L�W�V�� �D�I�¿�O�L�D�W�H���� �W�K�H��
Jim Thorpe Memorial Foundation, pre-
serves and displays the former home of 
the 1912 Olympian.  The home contains 
exhibited artifacts and original furnish-
ings provided by members of the Thorpe 
Family.  The Thorpe home was equipped 

with indoor plumbing, running water and 
a ‘modern’ gas oven in the kitchen.  The 
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also remain in the home.
  The dining room features an original 
buffet, runner, dining table, tablecloth 
and chairs. The bedrooms feature origi-
nal furnishings and bedding.  The living 
room features original furnishings, and 

the decor includes a painting of Thorpe’s 
hero, Chief Black Hawk, and the chief’s 
son, Whirling Thunder; a bust of Thorpe 
by Gallagher Rule; and, a framed photo 
of Thorpe taken while he was at Carlisle 
Institute and Indian School in Pennsyl-
vania.  Various brochures and other edu-
cational materials are also displayed and 
available to visitors.
  In 1904, Jim Thorpe was sent to Car-
lisle Institute and Indian School.  It was 


